Digestibility by lambs of water-stressed alfalfa as determined by total collection or internal markers.
A lamb digestion trial was conducted to compare the ability of internal markers to predict digestibility of alfalfa. Lambs were fed alfalfa hay grown with varying amounts of water stress where water per harvest ranged from 10 to 20 cm/ha and yield ranged 1400 to 4200 kg/ha. In vivo dry matter digestibility was most highly correlated with digestibility determined using acid detergent fiber insoluble ash (r = .80) followed by acid insoluble ash (r = .69). In vivo digestibility of the fibrous components was most highly correlated with digestibility determined by acid detergent insoluble ash and indigestible neutral detergent fiber followed by acid lignin and acid insoluble ash.